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1 . (Currently Amended) A system for multicast distril mtion of presence intbmiation 
to a plurality of communication devices comprising: 

a plurality of communication devices^ each communication device associated with a 
contact list that identifies at least one of the other communication c ievices; and 

a network capable of multicast communication with the phrality of communication 
devices, the network being effective to venerate at least one multicast address based on the 



contact lists of the plurality of communication devices bv detcrmir inc a cross-correlation 



between entries of the contact lists and filtering out less prominent 



create a list of possible candidates, provide the at least one multicast 
iiata of the oommiuiication d e vic e s to the plurality of communicati j>n 
multicast messages identified by the at least one multicast address 
communication devices, each multicast address identifying a grou{ 
the plurality of communication devices, the multicast messages incjluding 
about the group of multicast devices, 

wherein a portion of the plurality of corrununication device^ 
messages identified by the at least one multicast address and extratHs 
about the group of multicast devices firom the multicast messages. 



2. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the netwlork provides a presence status 
to each communication device. 



communication devices to 



address bas e d on th e oon t a et 
devices^ and convey 
:o die plurality of 
of multicast devices among 
presence information 

receives the multicast 
the presence information 
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3- (Original) The system of claim 1 , whcrciti each de 
devices is configured to receive the multicast messages identified 
address. 



vice of the group of multicast 
t y the at least one multicast 



4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the communication devices store the 
contact lists and provide the contact lists to the network. 



5. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the netwjbrk 
the plurality of communication devices and provides the contact lijts 
communication devices. 



6. (Original) The system of claim 1^ wherein the netwjork 
multicast address by identifying more prominent devices of the plu|raKty 
devices. 



7. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the netw|oik 
multicast address by selecting the contact lists that identify similar Icommunication 



8, (Original) The system of claim l» wherein the portibn 
communication devices has contact hsts corresponding to member:; 
devices. 
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stores the contact lists of 
to the plurality of 



generates the at least one 
ity of communication 



generates the at least one 
devices. 



of the plurality of 
of the group of multicast 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method for multicast 
information to a plurality of communication devices, the method 

estaMishing a network connection between the plurality 
network; 

accessing a contact list of each communication device by 
being capable of identifying devices of the plurality of communica 

Henenitin H. at the network, at least one multicast address 
plurality of COmmumcation devices hy th e network d^^r^tniTif> a 



distribution of presence 
cbmprising the steps of: 
of ximmxmication devices and a 

tlie network, each contact list 

ion devices; 
bfi(sed on the contact lists of the 
(fa'oss-correlation between 



entries of the contact lists and filtering out less prominent communication devices to create a list 



qf possible candidates, each multicast address identifying a group <^f multicast devices among the 
plurality of communication devices; 

providing the at least one multicast address firom the nctwoHc to the plurality of 
communication devices; and 

delivering multicast messages identified by the at least one 
plurality of communication devices by the network^ the multicast i 
infomiation about the group of multicast devices and being diroctcjl 
presence information about the group of multicast devices. 



10. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprisipg the step of providing a 
presence status fit>m the network to each communication device* 



P.8^13 
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multicast address to the 
tipessages including presence 
to devices that desire the 
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1 1. (Original) The method of claim 9, further 
portion of the plurality of communication devices to receive the multicast 
the at least one multicast address. 



cuiDpiisi^g the step of configuiing a 

messages identified by 



1 2. (Original) The method of claim 9, fiirther comprisiJig the steps of: 
storing each contact list at each communication device; anc 

providing the contact lists from the plurality of communication devices to the network. 



13. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising 
storing the contact lists of the plurality of communication 
providing the contact lists from the network to the pluralil 



the steps of: 
dbvices at the network; and 
ity of communication devices. 



14. (Canceled) 



15. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the step 



steps of: 



selecting similar contact lists identifying similar communiclEttion 
creating the at least one multicast address based on the sim(lar 



1 6. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the multicast 
devices that have contact H.sts corresponding to members of the group 



of generating including the 



ion devices; and 
contact lists. 



messages are directed to 
of multicast devices. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein 
further includes the step of determining a number of multicast addilesses 
assignment. 



1 9, (Cutrently Amended) The method of claim 18 9, 
further includes the step of clustering at least two communication 
candidates to form N clu5ter(s) of multicast addresses. 

20. and 2 1 .(Canceled) 



22. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the networl 
determine a number of multicast addresses ("N") available for assiipiment, 



the step of gen^ating 
("N»') available for 



> therein the step of generating 
( cviccs on a list of possible 



c is forther effective to 



23, (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the netwoirk 
cluster at least two communication devices on a list of possible candidates 
multicast addresses. 



is further effective to 

to form N cluster(s) of 
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